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Program

• Vocabulary! Vocabulary! Vocabulary
• Polysemous- Words with many meanings

built to confound the English Languagebuilt to confound the English Language
Learner

• The power of teaching with cartoons
• Teaching inference with the funny pages



The Achievement Gap is Really a
Vocabulary Gap

• Vocabulary needs to be actively taught.

• Words manipulated 12-18 times

– Many ways to teach vocabulary...but you
don’t always need the dictionary



Alphabox

a ambitious
The ambitious man
wanted to be king. He
would do anything to
become king.

C canyon
The Grand Canyon was
formed by water
running over it for 5
million years.

D divide. The money
was divided evenly
among all the players.

They had $30.00.
There were 5 players.
They each got $6.00.

E expedition. A trip, a
journey, a search.
Lewis and Clark went
on an expedition. They
wanted to learn about
the unknown parts of
America.

30 /5 =6

F factor. Five is a
factor of 25. Two is
not a factor of 25.

5X5=25
25/5 =5

G The glacier cut a
path through the
earth.

C c
cat

V volcano Volcanoes
spew lava, melted rock.





My Content Dictionary

New Word My
Definition
(Words
associated
with it)

Example
( Synonym)
The same

Non Example
( Antonym)
Not the same
Different

Sentences

Polygon a shape, a A triangle is aPolygon
(noun)

a shape, a
figure, a
closed
figure,
sides all
line
segments

A triangle is a
polygon with three
sides.

deceitful
(adjective)

Describes
a person
who lies,
cheats or
tricks
someone

dishonest honest The deceitful man
lied to me and then
stole all my money.



FOUR COLUMN VOCABULARY

1. Choose the words you are going to define
2. Brainstorm possible meanings- Use pictures, photos,
act it out, use the word in a sentence, pantomine (you
know the drill- you are an ESL teacher!)

3. Find pictures on line, from your files, clip art etc. Find3. Find pictures on line, from your files, clip art etc. Find
the perfect picture…

4. Students draw a picture
5. Teacher creates a sentence- orally first

6. Teacher and students create sentences
7. Students create sentences



• Look carefully

Picture Perfect

What is the word that best describes what the
helicopter and the bird are doing?



Contemplate- contemplating-
contemplated



The man contemplated the scene
he saw before him.



Dictionary

• Stay away from dictionary definitions,
especially for beginners or this might
happen…..

• Insert video• Insert video



Two Feet of Snow




