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The Beginner ELL
within the first few weeks of arrival hears:

Girls says: “Blah blah blah blah
blah. Blah blah blah blah blah
blah.”blah.”
Boy says: ““Blah blah blah blah
blah blah blah? Blah blah blah
blah blah blah blah blah blah.”



The Beginner ELL
with about one month of English study hears:

Girls says: “Blah blah blah blah
blah coat. Blah blah blah blah blah
blah.”blah.”
Boy says: ““Blah blah blah blah
David’s blah blah? Blah blah blah
blah blah blah blah blah blah.”



The Beginner ELL
with about five months of English study hears:

Girls says: “I can’t blah blah this
coat. It’s blah blah expensive.”
Boy says: “Why don’t you blahBoy says: “Why don’t you blah
David’s sports blah? The blah
blah blah are more blah blah blah
blah.”



With full English fluency
the ELL hears:

Girls says: “I can’t afford this coat.
It’s just too expensive.”It’s just too expensive.”
Boy says: “Why don’t you try
David’s Sportswear? The prices
there are more than reasonable.”











WIDA: Language Complexity

Levels Linguistic
complexity

Vocabulary
Usage

Language
Control

Level 1 Single Words Most common
vocabulary

Memorized
language

Level 2 Phrases, short High frequency LanguageLevel 2 Phrases, short
sentences

High frequency
vocabulary

Language
w/errors; meaning
is obscured

Level 3 Series of related
sentences

General and some
specific vocabulary

Language
w/errors; meaning
is retained

Level 4 Moderate discourse Specialized and
some technical
vocabulary

Language
w/minimal errors

Level 5 Complex discourse Specialized and
technical
vocabulary

Language
comparable to
English peers



WIDA: Types of Support

Sensory Graphic Interactive

Realia Timelines Pair

Visuals Graphic
Organizers

Small Group

Video Charts Use of L1

Hands-on


