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There is no equality of There is no equality of 
treatment merely by treatment merely by 
providing students with providing students with 
the same facilities, the same facilities, 

EQUALITY FOR ELLSEQUALITY FOR ELLS

the same facilities, the same facilities, 
textbooks, teachers, textbooks, teachers, 
and curriculum; for and curriculum; for 
students who do not students who do not 
understand English are understand English are 
effectively foreclosed effectively foreclosed 
from any meaningful from any meaningful 
education.education.

Lau v. Nichols, 1974



FEDERAL REGULATIONS FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

FOR SLIFEFOR SLIFE
• U.S. Departments of Justice and Education• U.S. Departments of Justice and Education

httphttp://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/c://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/c
olleagueolleague--elel--201501.pdf201501.pdf ((page 18page 18))

• Age• Age--appropriate curriculum; not “watered down”appropriate curriculum; not “watered down”

• Access to core curriculum and grade• Access to core curriculum and grade--level level • Access to core curriculum and grade• Access to core curriculum and grade--level level 
standardsstandards

• Avoid unnecessary segregation; provide • Avoid unnecessary segregation; provide 
opportunities to interact with Englishopportunities to interact with English--speaking speaking 
peerspeers

• • PlylerPlyler v. Doe v. Doe -- Undocumented children could not Undocumented children could not 
be denied enrollmentbe denied enrollment



WHO ARE OUR SLIFE in NJ?WHO ARE OUR SLIFE in NJ?



SLIFES IN NEW JERSEYSLIFES IN NEW JERSEY

SLIFEs are a subset of newcomers SLIFEs are a subset of newcomers 
to U.S. schools, who have a to U.S. schools, who have a 
limited background in literacy limited background in literacy limited background in literacy limited background in literacy 
and/or interrupted schooling. and/or interrupted schooling. 

They also are below grade level in They also are below grade level in 
content skills content skills 

(Freeman & Freeman, 2002).(Freeman & Freeman, 2002).



SLIFES IN NEW JERSEYSLIFES IN NEW JERSEY

Working definition:Working definition:

These students are defined as ELLs, above the These students are defined as ELLs, above the 

age of seven, who:age of seven, who:

have missed more than six (6) consecutive months have missed more than six (6) consecutive months have missed more than six (6) consecutive months have missed more than six (6) consecutive months 

of formal schooling prior to enrolling in a U.S. of formal schooling prior to enrolling in a U.S. 

school; and/orschool; and/or

are more than two years below grade level in are more than two years below grade level in 

content due to limited educational supports prior to content due to limited educational supports prior to 

enrolling in a U.S. school.enrolling in a U.S. school.



ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMSALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS

Benefits of Creating a Newcomer Benefits of Creating a Newcomer 

Alternative ProgramAlternative Program

• Program tailored to the needs of • Program tailored to the needs of • Program tailored to the needs of • Program tailored to the needs of 

newcomersnewcomers

• Mandatory small class sizes• Mandatory small class sizes

• Structured around students’ needs   • Structured around students’ needs   

and life circumstancesand life circumstances

• Centralized location• Centralized location



State Approved Alternative      State Approved Alternative      

Programs for SLIFEPrograms for SLIFE

• State Alternative ed. Programs (N.J.A.C. • State Alternative ed. Programs (N.J.A.C. 

6A:166A:16--9.1(a) (p.71)9.1(a) (p.71)

• Must be board approved• Must be board approved• Must be board approved• Must be board approved

• Program requirements:• Program requirements:

• A maximum student• A maximum student--teacher ratio of 12:1 teacher ratio of 12:1 

for high school programs;for high school programs;

• A maximum student• A maximum student--teacher ratio of 10:1 teacher ratio of 10:1 

for middle school programs;for middle school programs;



• An Individualized Program Plan (IPP) shall be • An Individualized Program Plan (IPP) shall be 

developed for each student;developed for each student;

• Individualized instruction to students shall • Individualized instruction to students shall 

address the Core Curriculum Content address the Core Curriculum Content 

State Approved Alternative         State Approved Alternative         

Programs for SLIFEPrograms for SLIFE

address the Core Curriculum Content address the Core Curriculum Content 

Standards;Standards;

• Instructional staff shall be appropriately • Instructional staff shall be appropriately 

certified;certified;

• Academic instruction sufficient to fulfill • Academic instruction sufficient to fulfill 

graduation requirements shall be provided to graduation requirements shall be provided to 

high school students;high school students;



• Comprehensive support services and • Comprehensive support services and 
programs shall address each student's programs shall address each student's 
health, social and emotional health, social and emotional 
development and behavior; development and behavior; 

State Approved Alternative        State Approved Alternative        

Programs for SLIFEPrograms for SLIFE

development and behavior; development and behavior; 

andand

• A minimum student enrollment • A minimum student enrollment 
period of not less than two complete period of not less than two complete 
marking periods shall be required.marking periods shall be required.



Ensuring the Civil Rights Ensuring the Civil Rights 

of Newcomersof Newcomers

• • Translated ELL fact sheets for families, community, teachers, Translated ELL fact sheets for families, community, teachers, 

etc.etc.

http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/civil.htmhttp://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/policy/civil.htm

• • Contact OCR at (800) 421Contact OCR at (800) 421--3481 (TDD: 8003481 (TDD: 800--877877--8339) or at 8339) or at • • Contact OCR at (800) 421Contact OCR at (800) 421--3481 (TDD: 8003481 (TDD: 800--877877--8339) or at 8339) or at 

ocr@ed.govocr@ed.gov

For more information about filing a complaint, visitFor more information about filing a complaint, visit

www.ed.gov/ocr/complaintintro.htmlwww.ed.gov/ocr/complaintintro.html

• • Contact DOJ (877) 292Contact DOJ (877) 292--3804 or 3804 or education@usdoj.goveducation@usdoj.gov

For more information about filing a complaint, visitFor more information about filing a complaint, visit

www.justice.gov/crt/complaint/#threewww.justice.gov/crt/complaint/#three



NO CHILDHOOD HERENO CHILDHOOD HERE

Helps practitioners Helps practitioners 

betterbetter

understand the understand the understand the understand the 

journey of theirjourney of their

students and their students and their 

reasons forreasons for

immigratingimmigrating



THROUGH THE THROUGH THE 

GOLDEN DOORGOLDEN DOOR

Educational Educational 

Approaches Approaches 

for Immigrant for Immigrant 

Adolescents Adolescents 

with Limited with Limited 

SchoolingSchooling



A A researched composite modelresearched composite model is is 

implemented allowing for an effective implemented allowing for an effective 

program design which includes: program design which includes: 

A RESEARCHED A RESEARCHED 

COMPOSITE MODEL COMPOSITE MODEL 

I.    I.    Instructional Interventions Instructional Interventions 

II.  II.  Ongoing Staff Development Ongoing Staff Development 

III. III. Parental/Families Involvement Parental/Families Involvement 

IV. IV. Support services/WorkforceSupport services/Workforce



�� Before/After School ESL Program, Saturday Before/After School ESL Program, Saturday 
Academy (Title III Funded)Academy (Title III Funded)

�� Countywide Vocational SLIFE AcademyCountywide Vocational SLIFE Academy

SPECIAL SPECIAL 

INTERVENTIONSINTERVENTIONS

�� TutoringTutoring

�� Counseling Counseling 

�� Social ServicesSocial Services

�� Local Partnerships (CBO’S & COLLEGES)Local Partnerships (CBO’S & COLLEGES)



�� Outreach Program to Refugees & Immigrant Outreach Program to Refugees & Immigrant 
Service CentersService Centers

�� Academic and Career CounselingAcademic and Career Counseling

Social Services/I&RS Interventions/CSTSocial Services/I&RS Interventions/CST

SUPPORT SERVICESSUPPORT SERVICES

�� Social Services/I&RS Interventions/CSTSocial Services/I&RS Interventions/CST

�� Attendance Program Assistance Attendance Program Assistance 

�� Health/mental & physical services & counselingHealth/mental & physical services & counseling

�� Community college & CBO collaborationsCommunity college & CBO collaborations

�� FollowFollow--Up with receiving schools/programs on Up with receiving schools/programs on 
students’ performance who have exited the students’ performance who have exited the 
programprogram



PARENT/FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAMPARENT/FAMILY EDUCATION PROGRAM

�� Cultural Orientation for Refugees WorkshopCultural Orientation for Refugees Workshop

�� District Parent ConferencesDistrict Parent Conferences

PARENTAL/FAMILIES PARENTAL/FAMILIES 

INTERVENTIONSINTERVENTIONS

�� District Parent ConferencesDistrict Parent Conferences

�� Regional Parent WorkshopsRegional Parent Workshops

�� Immigration/Refugee Agency WorkshopsImmigration/Refugee Agency Workshops

�� Adult Education ESL ClassesAdult Education ESL Classes

�� CCommunity ommunity BBased ased OOrganizations (CBO) Workshopsrganizations (CBO) Workshops



BRYCS Refugee & Immigrant Family      BRYCS Refugee & Immigrant Family      

& Community Engagement& Community Engagement

Videos of Videos of 

parentsparents

discussing their discussing their 

experienceexperience

Synthesizes best Synthesizes best 

practicespractices

for immigrant for immigrant 

familyfamily

engagement and engagement and 

PTAPTA

standardsstandards



�� Differentiated Instructional Practices Differentiated Instructional Practices 

�� Second Language Acquisition Theory for Second Language Acquisition Theory for 
Newcomers SLIFENewcomers SLIFE

�� Sheltered Instructional Model & Lesson Sheltered Instructional Model & Lesson 

STAFF DEVELOPMENTSTAFF DEVELOPMENT

�� Sheltered Instructional Model & Lesson Sheltered Instructional Model & Lesson 
Plan FormatPlan Format

�� Scaffolding Instruction for ELLs using the Scaffolding Instruction for ELLs using the 
NJDOE Model Curriculum FrameworkNJDOE Model Curriculum Framework

�� Content Based ESL Ongoing PDContent Based ESL Ongoing PD

�� Literacy Programs Literacy Programs -- ((L1 & L2)L1 & L2)

�� Alternative EducationAlternative Education



�� https://Vimeo.com/57552939https://Vimeo.com/57552939

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A DAY IN THE LIFE OF 

A S.L.I.F.E. STUDENT A S.L.I.F.E. STUDENT 



http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/http://www.nj.gov/education/bilingual/resources/



Highlights from “Newcomers & SIFES”Highlights from “Newcomers & SIFES”



DESCRIPTION of DESCRIPTION of 

SLIFEsSLIFEs

• Best practices• Best practices

WIDA SLIFE BULLETINWIDA SLIFE BULLETIN

• Best practices• Best practices

• Interviews• Interviews

• Real• Real--world world 

examplesexamples

• Information from 2 • Information from 2 

NJ model programsNJ model programs



NJDOENJDOE

https://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/https://www.state.nj.us/education/bilingual/
resources/newcomer.htmresources/newcomer.htm

SLIFE RESOURCESSLIFE RESOURCES

CALCAL

www.cal.orgwww.cal.org

Information on the Rights of All Children to Enroll in Information on the Rights of All Children to Enroll in 
School: Questions and Answers for States, School School: Questions and Answers for States, School 
Districts and ParentsDistricts and Parents

https://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legachttps://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/crt/legac
y/2014/05/08/plylerqa.pdf6y/2014/05/08/plylerqa.pdf6





CONTACT INFORMATION CONTACT INFORMATION 

Yasmin E. Yasmin E. HernándezHernández--MannoManno

NJDOENJDOE
Interim Executive County Superintendent Interim Executive County Superintendent 

Mercer County Office of EducationMercer County Office of EducationMercer County Office of EducationMercer County Office of Education

Email: Email: Yasmin.Hernandez@doe.nj.govYasmin.Hernandez@doe.nj.gov
County Office:  County Office:  609609--588588--58725872


